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Toxic Releases in my Area and Pollution they are Causing
According to the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (2019), the companies in my area that release toxic wastes into the environment include Cargill Inc., the US Army Fort Bragg, S & W Spring lake Plant, Man + Hummel Purolator Filters LLC, Eaton Fayetteville, Valley Proteins and American Phoenix Inc. (US EPA, 2019). These companies release toxic waste in solid, liquid and gaseous form which include hydrocarbons, carcinogenic styrene, copper, mercury, arsenic, chromium, nickel, lead, dust particles, and formaldehyde, to mention some (US EPA, 2019). These toxic wastes cause air, water, and soil pollution, making the surroundings unsafe for the inhabitants. Most of the gases released in form of the hydrocarbons are the major factor for the greenhouse effect while the wastewater and solid wastes cause serious health concerns to living organisms inn water bodies like rivers and dams.
These companies release over 50 billion lbs. of toxic wastes (US EPA, 2019). The toxic arsenic chemical is the highest compound released at above 2 billion lbs. followed by chromium and nickel at over 700 and 400 million lbs. respectively (US EPA, 2019). Hydrocarbons follow next at lower values with benzene being at 6 million lbs. and ethylene oxide recording the lowest at 3 million lbs. The general trend is a contained and reduced greenhouse gas emission. From the waste produced, over 1billion lbs. are managed where copper is the highest managed at 28% followed by hexane and methane at 18% and 16 %, respectively, while manganese is the least managed (US EPA, 2019 The other compounds range between 13% and 1%. The toxic waste cause air, water and soil pollution. The release of hydrocarbons pollutes the air leading to depletion of the ozone layer and thus leading to climate change. Some of them also create greenhouse effects that increase temperatures on the earth’s surface. The toxic releases are also causing soil pollution, the soil is becoming more acidic and this reducing its capability of supporting flora. Water bodies are also being polluted by the toxic wastes are being released into the air, they are washed down by rain and they end up into water bodies. This pollution makes water in rivers unsafe for humans and marine life (Cahoon, 2019).
There is a possibility of reducing the release trends and improving waste management to subdue the impacts that these toxic wastes could have on the environment. Compliance enforcement is a formidable mechanism for controlling the emissions and increasing the percentage of waste under management for each company. Strict enforcement policies accompanied by punitive fines can improve the performances of the companies as witnessed in the case of Man + Hummel Purolator Filters LLC that was fined $66,311 in the last 3 years for failing to adhere to the set standards (US EPA, 2019). The measure would most likely lead to a declining trend in emission and an increasing pattern in waste management by the companies.
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